Correlation of biochemical tumor markers with conventional pathological features in primary breast cancer.
In this prospective study the correlation of pathological with biological prognostic factors and serum tumor markers has been investigated in 574 patients with primary invasive breast cancer. The p53 protein and Bax level correlated positively with tumor size, lymph node status and histological grade. The serum levels of CEA, CA 15.3, TPA-M and TK correlated with tumor extent. There was a significant difference between pre- and postmenopausal breast cancer patients in serum levels of TPA-M and cytosol levels of Bax. Whether these correlations can help in predicting the prognosis of breast cancer by providing additional information with respect to the conventional factors, will have to be investigated by several years of careful clinical follow-up.